[Improving communication between ambulatory and inpatient care. A pilot project].
Medical care of our population has made dramatic progress during recent decades. However, problems arose from an increasing specialization and subspecialization on the one hand and from the complexity of care structures on the other hand. In light of scarce financial resources and of increasing demands regarding quality by both recipients and payers of medical care the analysis of diagnostic and treatment processes gained considerable attention. In this context, a lack of cooperation between ambulatory and in-patient care has been complained about for a long time. The aim of our pilot project introduced here was therefore to assess the cooperation between physicians in private practice and our psychiatric hospital by means of a random sample query. The results are communicated here.